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ASSAULTS ON POLICE OFFICERS 

1. Ms J.A. RADISICH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services: 

Will the minister explain to the house the results of the recent review into penalties for assaults on police officers 
and perhaps provide some information about what protections this may bring to police officers, including those 
located in Geraldton?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
I am sure that all members of the house have found it totally unacceptable for a number of police officers to have 
suffered serious assaults in recent times.  The police officers protect the community, and any attack on a police 
officer is an attack on all law abiding citizens.  The government has reviewed this matter following a report from 
the Director of Public Prosecutions and the Commissioner of Police on the basis that it will bring legislation to 
the Parliament within a matter of weeks.  That legislation will increase the penalty for an offence of grievous 
bodily harm against police officers from a maximum of 10 years to a potential sentence of 14 years.  Also, it will 
amend the offence of assaulting a police officer to include assaults on off-duty police, in cases where the 
offender knows the person is a police officer.  It will also increase the charge to aggravated assault when the 
assault involves a weapon or is committed with an accomplice.  It will also require that aggravated assaults on 
public officers be heard by a District Court, which provides access to higher penalties.   

In addition, public servants, such as nurses, bus drivers, ferry captains and train drivers, will also be included in 
the legislation.  The legislation will also include ambulance drivers who work for St John Ambulance even 
though they are not public service employees.  Under the proposed legislation, serious offences against 
ambulance officers will be treated in the same manner as offences committed against public servants, with a 
maximum penalty of 14 years for grievous bodily harm.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  When was the last time anybody got 10 years? .   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  That is why we will increase the penalty; wakey-wakey.   
 


